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M}' first exposure to God was through Sunday School during my late
elementary school years. I was introduced to the Bible, but I was
disinterested because I was busy with other things. Being raised as a farm-
er’s son, I wanted to pursue “bigger” things in life so I won’t have to repeat
the same fate as my parents. And certainly I didn’t see how Christianity
can help me realize my dreams. Christianity sounded like some outdated
cultural practice, with unverified stories and zero evidence. My mom final-
ly stopped forcing me to go, and left my fate up to God. The years after-
ward, I was strongly influenced in academic competition, and self-comfort
that I never thought much about Christianity. Looking back, I can see how
foolish my thinking was. Even if Christianity wasn’t true, how could I
ignore the all-important question of what happens to me after death. All
the work I was doing to secure my future was only covering the immediate
life, and I gave no weight to the question of death.

In college, I began to see that everything I wanted in life was so tem-
porary and offered no sense of fulfillment. I craved admiration and praise
for my academic success, but it was not good enough -there was always
someone out-competing me. I saw the lives of wealthy people and won-
dered why wealth wasn’t enough to satisfy them. It seemed like wealth
was always relative to people, so not even the wealthiest could be satis-
fied. I looked at romance as well, but the statistics were shocking, as 50%
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of marriages in the U.S. ended up in a divorce. And that seemed to be all
that life offered; wealth, comfort, and family. I knew that even if someone
successfully obtained all these things, 1t could not stand the test of time.
Once death 1s given the proper consideration, everything in life seemed to
be meaningless. Solomon’s words 1n Ecclesiastes 1:14 put it best: “T have
seen all the things that are done under the sun; all of them are meaningless,
a chasing after the wind.”

Another thing clicked as my intellectual questions about Christian-
ity were getting answered was that I realized science didn’t have all the
answers. From logical reasoning, it seemed like a far more likely expla-
nation that the universe had a creator, rather than other explanations like
the universe existed forever, or the universe didn’t need a start. “A case for
Easter” convinced me of the resurrection account. This was the clincher,
as 1t was the most powerful evidence for the validity of Christianity:.

I also saw my sinfulness much more clearly. All it took was reflec-
tion and honesty. I thought I was a good person because I used my own
standards of right and wrong for judgment. I zoomed out to what God saw,
and recogmized I was rotten to the core. The best analogy I heard was a
scenario where all my thoughts were shown on a big movie screen where
everyone I knew was invited to view. It would have been completely hu-
muiliating, but 1t 1s indeed what God sees. I could hide it from people, but if



there 1s really a God, then none of us can consider ourselves good people
because he discerns our hearts (Hebrews 4:12).

The last barrier I overcame was seeing how Jesus fits into the picture.
I was convinced intellectually but unable to connect emotionally. One
verse stuck out during this time was Romans 5:8, “For while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” And there 1s no greater love than this, Christ
died so that my fate would be reversed. This offer was too good to refuse
and I made my salvation decision one night when I just thought that there
was nothing to lose, and 1t all made sense.

After becoming a Christian, life got harder. Of course the Bible never
promises an easier life through becoming a Christian. In fact Luke 9:23
says, “that whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and
take up their cross daily and follow me.” But this was something that I had
to continue to struggle with, since I always wanted comfort, and did not
want to deny myself. I was still so invested in the world, and I struggled
with the i1dea of Lordship-giving Jesus complete and total control of my
life. I got a wake-up call during this time through reading a book about
Salvation. In 1t the author referenced Matthew 7:21-23 where Jesus turns
away people who claimed to have prophesied in his name. He says, “ 1
never knew you. Away from me you evil-doers.” I realized that even all
the evangelism I did, and the service I gave to God were not enough. It was
only through being known by Jesus-having a personal relationship with
him. This 1s something I strive for more than anything in life, to continue
to walk with Jesus, trying to offer myself as a living sacrifice to his will.

I realize that my life 1s his, and it 15 so much better than what I could
have imagined for myself. I thought about how many of my hopes and
dreams weren’t and will never be realized. But this is actually a blessing
because I have such small dreams and visions for myself. God called me
to something greater, and I can’t believe I get to be a part of that. Currently
being a youth teacher, I am so privileged to try and prepare messages ev-
ery Sunday. I realize that we can carry nothing with

us to heaven, and the only things that really matter in ,

the end are people and relationships.
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The Fower (f Pray

— Marshall Bush ——

n July 2013, I made an appointment with my doctor at Kaiser Perma-

nente in Gilroy. I explained following my routine scheduled Colonosco-

py procedure in May that I noticed a lower abdomen pain, swelling and
tenderness on the right side with bowel cramping, and urinary pain.

Once he completed an examination he became excited and looked di-
rectly at me and said. “Can vou go to the Kaiser Permanente Hospital in San
Jose today:; I mean. RIGHT NOW. You need to have a CT-Scan.”

“And. DO NOT leave, stay at the hospital until I call you with the CT-
Scan results. I believe your Appendix 1s inflamed and may rupture.”

“We may need to admit you immediately to remove your Appendix if
the CT-Scan results and the Surgeon decide to.”

A CT-Scan uses a computer that takes data from several X-ray images
of structures inside a human’s body and converts them into pictures on a
monitor; similar to looking at one slice of bread within the whole loaf.

So. my wife Mary and I immediately went to the hospital and had the
CT-Scan performed.

As Mary and I were waiting for the call from my doctor with direction,
I could hear her praying. As I was waiting, I too began to pray thanking the
Lord for his love and blessings, for my loving wife, for our three sons” and
our beautiful grandchildren, and to forgive me for my sins and shortcom-
ings.

14 — E R £ —

Finally, the call from my doctor came. He said,

“The CT-Scan revealed there was a large Abscess growth on the out-
side of my Colon, about 2.5cm (approximately one inch in size) and 1s lo-
cated next to and pressing on my urinary bladder.” He also said. “Typically,
this would be treated with antibiotics; however, due to its location and size
the surgeon said 1t would be best to surgically drain and repair the Colon
wall before 1t bursts causing more complications.”

He then directed me to go home, take a prescribed pre-surgery antibi-
otic bill before I went to bed as directed.

The next morning, I arrived at the hospital as scheduled. Once regis-
tered, a nurse immediately armived to take me into the pre-surgery prep area.
To my surprise, our Pastor with his wife arrived at the registration area at
that exact moment. I did not realize Mary had called them and asked for
their prayers.

Then time came, I kissed Mary and said, “T’ll see you soon.” Mary said
she was going outside to join the Pastor and his wife to pray for me.

As they were taking me into surgery. I took another moment to pray
thanking the Lord for my many blessings and forgiveness of my sins.

How, here 1s exactly what followed. Once I was in the operating room
and as I was being prepared by the surgical staff prior to given an anesthesia
to put me to sleep the surgeon told me they were taking another CT-Scan to
locate the abscess.

Then, the surgeon said something to the surgical staff----you know
medical lingo; and then all stopped, and then it got silence. What appeared
to have been a long time that elapsed. I later learned the surgeon and staff
were taking multiple CT-Scans at different positions and were comparing
them to the CT-Scan taken the day before?

Then the surgeon looked at me and said.

“I cannot do this: the abscess has reduce in size to less than lcm (ap-
proximately 1/4 of an inch) making it non-operational and can be treated
with antibiotics.”

And in the same breath the surgeon said in amazement,

“I have never seen an abscess of that size shrink that much., that fast.”
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At that point I was taken back to the pre-surgery prep room and Mary
was called to come back to the surgery prep room. Later, she told me she did
not know if the surgery was complete or why she was being call back to the
pre-surgery prep room so soon.

When I and Mary walked outside of the Hospital, the Pastor and his
wife were still praying for me not knowing what had happened. They were
amazed to hear what had happened and that all our prayers had been an-
swered.

Today, the abscess has gone and I feel blessed that the Lord heard our
prayers. Looking back at the course of events and the fear of not knowing,
the thought of the worst, the prayers of those by my side, and the Lord’s
blessing and grace onto me; I honestly believe that day the Lord heard our
prayers of faith.

James 5:13-16 The Prayer of Faith

13 Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let
him sing songs of praise. 1 Is any one of you sick? He should call the el-
ders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of
the Lord. > And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well;
the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. ¢ Therefore
confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be
healed. The pray of the righteous man is powerful and effective.”
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Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off ev-
erything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the
race marked out for us, Looking unto Jesus the
author and finisher of our faith.
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